
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: December 9, 1999 

TO: Tom Bell, Mohandas Bhat, Frank Hawkins, Ruth Neta, Joe Weiss, and Libby 
White 

FROM: Barrett Fountos 

SUBJECT: Summary of the November 8- 10, 1999 International Meeting on Collaborative 
Chernobyl Thyroid Research Projects 

The National Cancer Institute’s (NC]) Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics sponsored 
the first trinational meeting at the Bethesda Pooks Hill Marriott to discuss progress and problems 
encountered in the conduct of the Belarus and the Ukraine thyroid studies. The Belarussian 
delegation was led by Dr. Valery Stezhko and the Ukrainian delegation by Dr. Nikolai Tronko. 
Please see the attached participant list for other attendees. 

The epidemiologic objectives of the thyroid studies are to estimate the risk of thyroid cancer and 
the risk of other thyroid diseases from exposure to radioactive iodine as a result of the Chernobyl 
accident. The epidemiologic methods include: obtaining an unbiased sample from the population 
of each country; obtaining an adequate-sized sample; estimating exposure with minimum error; 
diagnosing disease with minimum error; and conducting appropriate statistical analysis and 
interpretation of results. 

The factors required for adequate statistical power are: distribution of dose by age at exposure 
and gender; percent selected by dose; location rate; response rate; loss to follow-up for those 
screened; dose measurement error model; risk model; relative biological effectiveness (RBE) 
factor; and expected thyroid cases in the absence of exposure, i.e., background rate of thyroid 
cancer in the absence of radiation. Note that the background rate will increase simply from 
conducting the first screening. 

It was agreed that increased collaboration would permit researchers to: learn from each other’s 
experiences, e.g., recruitment methods; avoid duplication, e.g., of software development; make 
studies comparable for comparative analyses; and combine the results of both studies for analysis. 

The epidemiologic priorities and targets are to: increase response rates for study subjects; 
complete initially screened cohort of 10,000 to 12,000 in each country by the end of 2,000; 
maintain a screened cohort to include at least 50% of the subjects at 10 years; improve data 
management systems to improve study monitoring and quality control; plan for and conduct 
prevalence analysis after enrolling complete cohorts; write descriptive manuscript giving design, 
power, and achievements to date for publication in an international journal; and to improve 
integration of studies and disciplines. 



. 
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tt was decided that revisions to the protocols will be required soon to scale down to achieve an 
overall successful investigation. 

The meeting was considered very successfir and NC1 will consider whether to hold this meeting 
annually. 
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Remarks by NC1 Deputy Director 
Remarks by the Deputy Minister of Health, Ukraine 
Introductory Remarks: 
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10:15am - 10:30am 

10:30am - 12:30pm 

12:30pm - 1:30pm 
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-.. Simultaneous interpretation will be available for all sessions except the breakout sessions on 
Wednesday, November 10. Consecutive interpretation will be available for those sessions. 
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Simultaneous interpretation will be available for all sessions except the breakout sessions on 
Wednesday, November 10. Consecutive interpretation will be available for those sessions. 
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12:30pm - 1:30pm 
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3:15pm - 3:30pm Coffee Break 

3:30pm - 4:30pm General Discussion 

4:30Dm - 5:30pm Summary of the Meeting 
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Dosimetry 
Project Administration and Management 

Dr. Hartge 
Dr. Bouville 
Dr. Masnyk 

Chair: Dr. Beebe 

Chair: Dr. Zahm 

Simultaneous interpretation will be available for all sessions except the breakout sessions on 
Wednesday, November 10. Consecutive interpretation will be available for those sessions. 


